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DUCTILE IRON SOCIETY

Nov. 30th -
Dec 2nd 

The Ductile Iron Society (DIS) cordially invites you to the
2021 Fall Member Meeting! 

 
Join the Ductile Iron Society and your industry peers for
technical sessions, networking opportunities, and a tour

of Kohler Foundry.  
 

Registration Now Open
Visit our website to register today. 

Member Pricing: $345
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Schedule of Events 
Tuesday, November 30th 2021

 
8:00 AM - 11:30 AM:  Research Committee Meeting 
                                  Appley Theatre 
11:00 AM:                   Registration Desk Opens
                                  Outside Great Lakes Ballroom 110
1:00 PM - 3:30 PM:   University Relations Committee Meeting
                                  Oak Room
1:00 PM - 3:30 PM:   Program and Publications Committee Meeting
                                  Hickory Room
1:00 PM - 3:30 PM:   Ductile Iron Marketing Committee Meeting
                                  Walnut Room 20
1:00 PM - 3:30 PM:   Membership Committee Meeting
                                  Chestnut Room 20
3:30 PM - 5:00 PM:  Metalcasting Forum Group
                                  Oak Room 50
3:30 PM - 5:30 PM:  Board of Directors Meeting 
                                  Hickory Room 20
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM:  Reception 
                                  Kohler Design Center

Wednesday, December 1st, 2021
 

7:00 AM:                    Registration Desk Opens 
                                   Outside Great Lakes Ballroom 110
8:00 AM - 11:30 AM:  Technical Session 
                                   Great Lakes Ballroom 110
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM:  Group Luncheon 
                                   Great Lakes Ballroom 110
12:30 PM - 4:30 PM:  Technical Session
                                   Great Lakes Ballroom 110
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Schedule of Events 

Wednesday, December 1st, 2021 (Continued)
 

6:00 PM - 7:00 PM:  Reception 
                                  Great Bay Foyer 110
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM:  Banquet 
                                  Great Bay Ballroom 110

Continued
 

Thursday, December 2nd, 2021
 

8:00 AM - 11:00 AM:  Kohler Factory Tour 

 

Technical Session Details

Dr Steve Dawson, President & CEO, SinterCast
 

30 Years in 30 Minutes 
 

Foundries that have 3% scrap don’t make three bad castings in every 100.  They produce good
stuff for days and then encounter an unexpected, sometimes unexplained, collapse.  This reality
leaves us with two options: find it fast and fix it quick; or, prevent it from happening. Steve will
share observations and stories of foundry situations that are good … and bad … since he joined
the industry in 1991
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Jeremy Lipshaw, Applied Process; Julia Scruton, Baker Manufacturing; Derek Orlikowski,  
Neenah Foundry; Callen Metsaars, Betz Industries

 
Keeping it Relevant 

 
A panel of millennials /next gener’s  discuss why they entered the metal casting industry and

what we have to do to keep them in our industry. 
 

Technical Session Details

Russ Rosmait, FEF Key Professor Pittsburg State University, Kansas Technology Center,
Pittsburg, Kansas

 
Hiring the Next Generation of Metal Casters. Are you Preparing for the Future Labor

Shortage? 

With the aging of the working population within the metal casting industry, coupled with the
layoffs and lack of new hiring due to the pandemic and economic conditions we face a
serious need for engineers and technicians. Are you/we prepared? The worst-case scenario,
if it were to play out during the next 2, 5, 7, or 10 years, could see a major shortage of
engineering talent. Many manufacturing firms today recognize their long-term business
strategies could be compromised by a shortage of available talent when baby boomers do,
in fact, retire. This will be devastating for the metal casting industry. This also raises
important issues about what it will take to meet critical manufacturing needs for workers,
skills and knowledge in the future. The key to preparing for this challenge lies in two
strategies. One, develop a plan for the future that targets the recruitment of talent to our
industry; two, begin a partnership on the local, regional and national level with educational
institutions that best meet the needs of our industry. The legacy we plan to leave within our
industry will shape it’s future.

Continued
 

Jim Wenson, Product Manager, Sinto America
 

Use Cases, Best Practices, and the Goal of Implementing an Industry 4.0 Strategy
 

Data and information are valuable (and we have more than ever before), but companies will
be able to differentiate themselves by the people, tools and execution utilizing that data. The
companies who can grow a new mindset and new skillsets within their organizations are likely
to find greater success. Accelerate your performance with the right data. Visualize and
optimize your system by digitizing every device, motion, and event on your machines and
systems to generate clear actionable solutions for optimum productivity and efficiency. 



Technical Session Details

Brian Lewis, Director, Foundry Education Foundation
 

Lunch Talk: FEF’s vision for the future lies in the investment that we 
make in our metalcasting Students.

Foundry Educational Foundation is the cast metals industry's educational program at the 
college level. It includes four-year technology schools as well as traditional engineering 
colleges and graduate schools. FEF programs span the broad range of higher education 
from production supervision to specialized research.
For 75 years, the FEF has supported programs that have helped advance and strengthen 
the industry through the grooming of its technical leaders. Working with Member 
Universities and metalcasting companies, the foundation has sponsored networking 
events, promoted job fairs, awarded scholarships, and advanced the interests young 
engineers and technologists, preparing them for leadership in the industry.
FEF’s vision for the future lies in the investment that we make in our metalcasting 
students. This presentation addresses those investments, the ways that industry plays a 
role in forming the future, and how foundries and foundry suppliers can benefit from these 
investments.  

Continued
 

Michael H. Nutt, Vice President of Sales, Inductotherm Corp
 

The Advantages of Induction Melting 
 

There are various evaluation criteria to consider for making the right choice in induction
melting like production and alloy flexibility, operating costs, maintenance, melt demand,
quality, and especially today’s innovative foundry technological advancements.     

 

 
David J, Kasun, P.E. Director of Foundry Technology, Kuttner North America

 
Affordable Green Iron for the Future – The Evolution and Status of the Cupola Furnace 

Cupola melting remains the largest producer of iron in the US, for good reason. Cupola
efficiencies continue to rise and energy intensity is dropping. Many plants will continue to
invest in this technology, to reap the benefits of its undisputed ability to recycle the world’s
scrap, while producing economical, green iron. Bio-based fuels research and improved waste
heat reclamation paint a picture of a competitive, low environmental impact technology, with
planning for carbon neutral cupola iron melting in the future. 



Rick Gundlach, Gundlach Consulting and J.M. Tartaglia, PhD., Element
 

A Novel Approach to Austenite Grain Refinement
 

A novel approach to austenite grain refinement was applied to quench and temper ductile
iron in order to improve the strength-ductility properties. Ductile iron has a unique
microstructure that lends it to producing unusual transformation structures, due to the fact that
the graphite is relatively isolated from the iron matrix. The isolation of the carbon phase
affects the nature of phase transformation in heat treatment. On heating (intercritical
austenitizing) above the lower critical temperature, a novel lamellar structure can form with
alternating layers of austenite and ferrite. This lamellar structure forms in packets within the
ferrite grains. Compared to the coarse-grained, polygonal austenite that forms on heating
above the upper critical temperature, the lamellar austenite structures can be an order of
magnitude finer. 

Technical Session Details

Trevor Beach, Betz; Robb Schmidt, Grede - St. Cloud; Rick May, Cadillac Castings;
Lenny Basaj, Metal Technologies

 
Defects case Studies

 
 Four foundries will discuss defects they had and how they solved the issue. 

 

Continued
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Room Reservations
The Kohler Inn on Woodlake  is a charming three-diamond hotel located on the shore
of Wood Lake, with a free breakfast for guests every morning. 
To reserve a room for the Ductile Iron Society Fall Meeting, please follow the instruction
below: 

ROOM RATES

Single Rate 

Double Rate

$119.00

$119.00

To reserve your room and receive your discounted rate, please call 877-418-8570 and
reference Room Block Reservation #5070. Please also mention that you are reserving
as part of a group block under the name Ductile Iron Society.  

*Please note that a 1 night deposit will be taken with your reservation*
 

ALL ROOM RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE PRIOR TO

 NOVEMBER 8TH, 2021


